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Reeding  in  Authentication 
by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

Edge  reeding  on  Liberty  Seated  coins  frequently  differs  on  pieces  from  different  mints 
thereby  making  it  possible  to  identify  the  mint  at  which  a  piece  was  struck  from  the 
reeding  alone.  Information  about  reeding  can  thus  be  used  to  easily  detect  attempts  to 
add  or  remove  mint  marks  from  pieces  of  another  mint.  In  spite  of  the  assistance  that 
reeding  can  be  in  authentication  I  know  of  no  attempts  to  systematically  catalogue  the 
reeding  differences  that  exist  on  Liberty  Seated  coins.  In  fact  the  only  reference  that  I 
have  seen  recently  to  reeding  on  Liberty  Seated  comage  has  been  hi  relation  to  the  so 
called  fine  reeded  variety  of  the  1876-CC  quarter.  This  piece  is  in  fact  only  of  minor 
importance  in  the  overall  pattern  of  reeding  differences.  While  I  have  studied  reeding  on 
dimes,  half  dimes  and  quarters,  I  will  concentrate  on  information  about  dimes  in  this 
article  as  my  research  is  more  extensive  for  this  series. 

Over  the  last  few  years  I  have  examined  the  reeding  on  hundreds  of  dimes  and  through 
this  effect  I  have  been  able  to  identify  five  different  gauges  of  reeding  on  dimes.  These 
have  been  designated  as  Gauge  1  to  Gauge  5  numerically  from  the  widest  to  the  narrowest 
gauge.  While  I  have  actually  counted  the  reeds  on  many  pieces  that  I  have  examined  I 
have  not  made  a  count  on  every  piece.  Counting  the  reeds  is  a  very  tedious  time 
consuming  task  and  cannot  be  carried  out  on  a  large  scale.  The  most  common  method  of 
reeding  identification  that  I  have,  used  is  to  hold  a  piece  with  unknown  reeding  side  by 
side  with  pieces  of  known  reeding  under  ten  power  magnification  until  a  match  is  found. 
Minor  differences  of  a  reed  or  two  would  go  undetected  by  this  method  but  major 
variations  can  easily  be  detected  with  practice.  Specific  information  about  the  different 
gauges  that  I  have  identified  is  given  below. 

Gauge  1  —  89  reeds  —  This  gauge  reeding  appears  only  on  early  Carson  City  dimes.  All 
genuine  8171-CC  to  1874-CC  dimes  that  I  have  examined  have  had  this 
characteristic  wide  reeding.  Any  attempt  to  add  a  mint  mark  to  a  piece  from 
another  mint  could  easily  be  detected  since  such  a  piece  would  not  have  the 
proper  reeding.  These  early  rare  Carson  City  dimes  can  be  identified  by  the 
position  of  the  date,  the  position  of  the  mint  mark  and  characteristic  die 
cracks  in  addition  to  their  unusual  reeding. 

Gauge  2  —  103  reeds  —  Tliis  is  the  basic  reeding  of  the  New  Orleans  mint.  In  fact  all 
genuine  New  Orleans  dimes  that  I  have  seen  through  the  1899-0  have  had  this 
reeding.  This  characteristic  reeding  makes  it  possible  to  detect  altered  coins  to 
create  the  1843-0,  1845-0  and  1860-0  rarities. 

Gauge  3  -  113  reeds  —  This  is  the  most  common  reeding  type  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
Dime  series  possessed  by  all  Philadelphia  pieces  through  the  Barber  series 
except  for  a  short  period  from  1855  to  1860.  Unfortunately,  the  early  San 
Francisco  pieces  through  the  1869-S  also  possess  this  gauge  reeding  making  it 
impossible  to  use  reeding  to  distinguish  between  the  rare  Philadelphia  and  San 
Francisco  pieces  of  the  1860's.  Other  characterisitcs  however  such  as  the 
position  of  the  date  on  the  obverse  can  frequently  be  used  to  identify  these 
pieces  when  there  is  any  doubt  about  the  mint  at  which  a  piece  was  struck. 

Gauge  4  —  121  reeds  —  Philadelphia  pieces  from  1855  to  1860  have  this  gauge  reeding  as 
well  as  the  later  pieces  from  the  San  Francisco  mint.  The  rare  1885-S  can  be 
identified  by  this  reeding  as  well  as  many  of  the  other  less  rare  San  Francisco 
pieces  of  the  1880's. 

Gauge  5  —  141  reeds  -  This  very  narrow  reeding  is  possessed  by  all  1877-S  pieces  that  I 
have  seen  and  by  some  1876-S  pieces.  It  is  easily  identified  on  sight  and  is  an 
interesting  variation  from  the  other  more  common  reedings. 
My  research  indicates  that  the  same  reeding  was  frequently  used  for  a  period  of  many 
years  at  each  mint.  In  fact  only  at  the  San  Francisco  mint  were  more  than  two  gauges  of 
edge  reeding  used  over  the  entire  duration  of  the  Seated  Liberty  series.  A  few  reeding 
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varieties  exist  but  I  do  not  consider  those  to  be  of  primary  interest  or  importance.  It  is 
rather  the  difference  in  reeding  at  the  various  mints  and  the  consistancy  in  the  reeding  at 
each  mint  which  makes  information  about  reeding  valuable  in  identification  and 
authentication. 

Studies  that  I  have  made  on  Seated  Quarters  and  Half  Dimes  indicate  that  identifiable 
patterns  in  reeding  also  exist  for  these  series.  A  spot  check  of  the  Barber  series  and  others 
also  indicate  some  differences  in  reeding  between  the  mints.  It  is  my  opinion  that  these 
reeding  differences  will  be  studied  and  used  for  identification  in  the  years  to  come. 


AN  OPEN  LETTER  FROM  THE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 

Dear  Member: 

The  growth  of  our  club  has  been  truly  encouraging  the  last  several  months  -  a  period 
of  time  in  which  the  membership  ranks  have  swelled  to  nearly  200.  Within  this  span  we 
have  published  three  attractive  Gobrecht  Journals  and  helped  many  collectors  further 
their  knowledgeable  and  enthusiasm  for  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 

Apart  from  the  continuing  hard  work  from  a  few  of  us,  this  was  accomplished  by 
personal  monetary  outlays  which  the  treasury  was  unable  to  provide.  Obviously,  dues  of 
only  $1.  provide  the  club  with  a  losing  proposition,  although  advertisement  revenue  has 
served  to  partially  offset  the  deficit. 

The  point  is:  the  continuance  and  growth  of  our  club  cannot  be  achieved  by 
membership  and  ad  revenue  alone.  In  addition  to  a  proposal  to  be  made  at  the  club's 
annual  meeting  at  the  A.N.A.  convention  in  L.A.  to  moderately  increase  the  dues,  I 
respectfully  request  you  to  consider  making  a  contribution  to  the  club  so  that  it  may 
indeed  fullfill  the  many  goals  of  which  it  is  capable. 

Any  size  contribution  will  be  sincerely  appreciated  and  will  be  so  recognized  (should 
you  so  desire)  by  its  publication  in  the  following  issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

I  call  upon  all  of  you  to  contribute  whatever  you  can,  not  only  in  the  way  of  money, 
but  in  effort,  sincere  help  to  each  collector,  recruitment  of  new  members,  and  the 
disbursement  of  your  findings  and  knowledge  -  all  with  the  intention  of  making  for  a 
better  club  and  collectors  of  us  all. 

Thank  you  very  much  -  see  you  in  L.A. 


"Autumn  in  the  Shenandoah" 

Liberty  Seated  Coinage  L.S.C.C.  159 

Information  desired  on  mintage,  quantity  and  grades 
available  of  the  following  half  dimes:  1845/3,  1849/8, 
1 849/6, 1 858/6  or  invt.,  1 859-60  patterns,  non-proof  1 864. 
.  .  .also  1 852-0  dime  in  AU4 

1850-0  dollar  m  AU-f 

CAPT.  ROY  D.ASH 
P.O.  Box  135 
Lumberport,  W.  Va.  26386 
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THE  UNITED  STATES 
HALF  DIMES 

Daniel  W.  Valentine 


Daniel  W.  Valentine's  United  States  Half  Dimes,  originally  published  in 
1931 ,  remains  unsurpassed  as  the  major  reference  on  this  series  of  U.S. 
coins.  In  addition  to  his  catalog  of  the  half  dimes,  the  standard  reference, 
Valentine  included  background  information  on  the  design  and  minting  of 
these  coins.  This  288-page  hardcover  Quarterman  edition  also  contains 
Harold  P.  Newlin's  A  Classification  of  the  Early  Half-Dimes  of  the  United 
States  (originally  published  in  1 883);  a  continuation  of  Newlin's  cataloging 
for  the  years  1829-1873  (originally  published  in  the  August  1927  The 
A/ ivm/smaf/sO;  a  supplement  to  Valentine's  monograph  (originally  published 
in  1958  in  The  Coin  Collector's  Journaf);  and  previously  unpublished 
material  on  major  varieties  by  David  J.  Davis  and  additional  observations 
on  varieties  by  Kamal  M.  Ahwash. 

The  93  plates  of  illustrations  from  Valentine's  work  and  2  from  Newlin's 
have  been  reproduced  as  300-line  screen  halftones  with  2  new  plates  con- 
taining illustrations  of  3  major  varieties  not  illustrated  in  ValentineorNewlin. 
To  increase  the  usefulnessof  this  volume  to  the  collector,  a  price  guidecom- 
piled  by  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  and  a  foreword  written  by  Q.  David  Bowers  have 
been  added.  Specialists  who  have  investigated  this  series  of  U.S.  coins 
have  been  amply  rewarded  with  many  collecting  pleasures.  This  volume  is 
a  necessity  for  all  those  who  wish  to  investigate  the  many  varieties  of  half 
dimes  and  increase  their  pleasure  in  doing  so. 

$25.00 

Quarterman  Publications,  Inc. 
5  South  Union  Street 
Lawrence,  Massachusetts  01863 
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THE  1875-S  BRANCH  MINT  PROOF  TWENTY  CENT  PIECE 
by  Roy  Rauch  ANA  LM  #1359 

In  volume  1  issue  1  of  "The  Gobrecht  Journal",  I  had  written  what  I  felt  at  the  time  to 
be  as  complete  a  dissertation  on  the  twenty  cent  piece  as  I  had  on  hand. 

As  of  this  writing  I  have  been  able  to  add  quite  a  bit  of  information  on  one  specific 
piece,  this  being  the  1875-S  branch  mint  proof  issue.  From  inaccurate  information  in  the 
description  of  the  proof  offered  for  sale  by  Pine  Tree  Rare  Coin  Auction  Sales  on 
September  22,  1973  lot  -#248,  I  erroneously  stated  the  piece  was  first  discovered  in 
1964.  In  the  March  1974  "Numismatist",  Mr.  R.  B.  White  had  an  excellent  article  on  the 
identification  of  the  dies  and  has  as  a  discovery  point  the  sale  of  one  of  these  coins  by  B. 
Max  Mehl  to  Gaylord,  the  well  known  Massachuesetts  Numismatist  in  1931.  At  that  time 
Mehl  stated  that  twelve  pieces  had  been  struck. 

Mr.  White,  at  the  time  of  this  article,  stated  that  three  pieces  were  known.  With  recent 
research  I  have  now  been  able  to  obtain  the  confirmation  of  six  known  specimens. 

Pedigree  of  the  Six  Known  1875-S  Twenty  Cent  Piece  Proofs 

1.  R.  B.  White:  formerly  the  Gaylord-Mehl  piece;  described  by  Mr.  White  as  showing  only 
the  slightest  damage  through  handling. 

2.  R.  B.  White:  obtained  the  piece  as  an  uncirculated  coin  from  a  Mid-West  dealer  and 
described  as  showing  field  damage  from  contact  with  other  coins  and  poorly  cleaned. 

3.  Mark  Leach  of  Baltimore:  The  Shapiro-Pine  Tree  Coin  (If  anyone  has  an  address  where 
I  could  contact  Mr.  Leach,  it  would  be  much  appreciated.)  I  had  seen  this  coin  when 
Pine  Tree  had  it.  It  was  very  deeply  and  irregularly  toned  and  what  they  described  as  a 
piece  lint,  thread  or  other  foreign  matter  imbedded  in  the  reverse  near  the  "M"  in 
America  was  what  I  felt  at  the  time  (I  could  be  mistaken,  as  it  has  been  almost  two 
years  since  my  inspection),  a  rather  old,  but  deep  cut  perhaps  1/8  inch  long. 

4.  Joseph  Eisel  of  Baltimore:  Acquired  from  a  Harold  Whiteneck  ad  in  the  November 
1950  "Numismatic  Scrapbook",  not  as  a  proof,  but  as  a  type  coin  of  the  seller's 
choice!  Mr.  Eisel  described  his  piece  as  having  light  hairlines,  contact  marks,  and  a 
planchet  defect  (?)  below  "T"  and  "A"  in  States  which  touched  the  bottom  of  the 
"A". 

5.  Steve  Ivy;  currently  offered  for  sale  at  S2950.00  with  no  previous  pedigree.  I  have 
seen  this  piece,  and  it  has  been  poorly  cleaned  with  light  contact  marks. 

6.  Roy  Rauch:  Newly  discovered  piece  by  this  writer  at  the  New  York  Metropolitan 
Convention  on  April  5,  1975  during  the  third  day  of  the  show.  Bought  off  the  bourse 
floor  as  a  proof-like  uncirculated  piece.  Has  fully  brilliant  fields  with  light  contact 
marks  and  some  Hght  hairhnes  from  an  old  cleaning. 

To  date  all  known  specimens  have  shown  mishandling  to  one  degree  or  another  which 
is  evidence  enough  to  speculate  that  none  of  them  were  actually  preserved  as  presentation 
pieces. 

Mr.  White's  article  included  excellent  enlarged  pictures  of  the  die  used  (by  the  way,  I 
have  personally  viewed  over  300  San  Francisco  mint  coins  since  my  discovery  in 
conditions  ranging  from  A.  G.  to  gem,  and  to  this  date  I  have  not  found  one  with  the  dies 
described),  and  I  feel  fairly  safe  in  stating  that  this  is  a  definite  proof  only  die. 

As  further  help  in  identifying  this  die  Mr.  White  mentioned  a  broad  flat  rim  (.9  mm. 
wide)  with  square  edges  with  partial  wire  extrusions.  This  is  the  first  point  that  drew  my 
attention  to  coin  #6.  The  best  way  that  I  can  describe  the  rim  is  to  compare  it  to  the 
proof  only  half  cents  of  the  1840-9  type.  I  own  a  few  of  these,  and  the  visual  similarity  to 
them  is  remarkable  as  far  as  the  broad  rim  with  square  edges  is  concerned.  It  also  seems  to 
be  wider  than  the  Pliiladelphia  proof  rims. 

Another  striking  feature  is  that  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  fields  were  so  fully  struck 
(at  least  twice)  that  the  coin  is  concave  appearing  on  both  sides.  In  correspondence  with 
Mr.  White  he  brought  up  one  detail  I  hadn't  noticed  this  being  that  the  pieces  he 
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compared  showed  rolling  striation  marks  in  obverse  and  reverse  fields  from  the  planchets 
not  being  polished  as  well  as  Philadelphia  proofs.  The  coin  I  have  shows  these  plainly 
running  from  1  to  7  o'clock  on  the  obverse,  with  the  reverse  paralleling  the  obverse. 

1  stated  in  my  original  article  that  1  fell  it  was  probable  that  other  specimens  would 
show  up,  but  1  never  thought  1  would  be  fortunate  enough  to  find  one.  If  Mehl  was  right 
about  twelve  being  struck  there  are  another  six  specimens  that  could  possibly  have 
survived.  1  believe  the  odds  have  changed  since  my  last  article,  and  the  probability  of 
more  appearing  is  dramatically  reduced.  At  least  three,  and  perhaps  all  the  known 
specimens  had  originally  been  purchased  as  uncirculated  examples.  If  more  exist  this  is 
undoubtedly  how  they  will  be  discovered!  if  any  member  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
Collectors  Club  has  any  other  material  pertaining  to  this  coin  please  contact  me  at  P.O. 
Box  224,  Bellerose,  New  York  1 1426  as  a  final  rendition  of  census  pieces  and  histories  is 
far  from  complete. 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LiBERTy  &flTEo  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


STA-TE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTORO 


DEALERD 


COLLECTOR/DEALERD 


YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTD 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 

I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


MEMBERSHIP  FEE  —  $1.00  PER  YEAR  OR  ANY  PART  THEREOF. 
FILL  IN  THE  ABOVE  AND  MAIL  WITH  $1.00  TO: 

MAURICE  ROSEN  c/o  F.C.I. 
200  1.  U.  Wlllets  Rd. 
Albertson,  N.  Y.  11 507 


BAZAAR  COIN  SHOP 


"A  Trusted  Name  in  Numismatics" 

COINS    —    STAMPS    —  ANTIQUES 
BAZAAR  SHOPPING  CENTER,  STORE  326 
CLIFTON  HEIGHTS,  PA.  19018 
Phone:  215  —  284^538  or  0539 


WE  BUY  &  SELL  ALL 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
AND  ALL  OTHER  WORTHWHILE 
NUMISMATIC  MATERIAL 


SEND  MATERIAL  WITH  PRICE 
DESIRED  OR  FOR  REALISTIC  OFFER. 


A  STUDY  ON  "CC"  COINS 
BY 

D.  REGINALD  TIBBETTS 

In  February  1870  new  silver  dollars  were  selling  in  San  Francisco  for  25  percent  over 
face  value. 

A  profit  making  scheme  of  the  U.S.  Mint?  No,  that  was  unheard  of  then.  The  silver 
dollars  were  freshly-minted  at  the  opening  of  the  Carson  City  Mint  in  Nevada.  No  silver 
dollars  had  been  minted  at  San  Francisco  since  1859,  and  the  West  was  hungry  for  silver 
coins.  The  failure  of  numerous  banks  during  the  reconstruction  days  after  the  Civil  War 
had  left  the  public  with  a  distaste  for  paper  money.  Meanwhile,  silver  was  pouring  out  of 
mines  in  Nevada's  vast  Comstock  Lode,  so  a  mint  was  established  near  the  source,  at 
Carson  City.  It  began  operation  in  1870. 

Carson  City  coins  were  destined  to  become  prime  numismatic  items  a  century  later, 
especially  those  that  survived  in  uncirculated  condition.  The  new  mint  produced  1 2,462 
1870-CC  "seated  dollars,"  for  example.  Today  an  uncirculated  specimen  cannot  be 
bought  for  less  than  $  1,500-1 ,500  times  its  face  value.  Even  those  in  lower  grades  sell  for 
several  hundred  dollars. 

INTO  CIRCULATION 

All  six  types  of  Carson  City-minted  coins  struck  during  the  first  year  of  the  mint's 
operation  are  now  extremely  scarce.  The  quarter,  half  dollar  and  dollar  were  issued  in 
silver.  Only  one  each  of  the  quarter  and  half  dollar  are  known  to  exist  in  uncirculated 
condition  today. 

No  dimes  were  minted  during  the  first  year.  Although  8,340  quarters  were  produced, 
only  one  survives  uncirculated.  This  unique  piece  recently  sold  for  $5,250  (in  1969,  the 
same  coin  sold  for  $1,250).  An  1870-CC  quarter  graded  very  fine  (VF)  now  sells  for 
$500. 

The  1870-CC  50-cent  piece  likewise  is  known  to  exist  in  only  one  uncirculated 
example,  although  54,61 7  were  minted.  It  recently  brought  $  13,500  at  auction. 

Except  for  a  handful  of  coin  collectors  who  had  special  interest  in  "The  Old  West"  or 
in  Nevada  history,  few  collectors  specialized  in  Carson  City  coins.  The  mint  operated  for 
only  21  years  (1870-1885  and  1889-1893).  Ten  different  types  of  seven  different 
denominations  were  minted,  as  well  as  two  designs  of  silver  dollars  and  a  silver  trade 
dollar. 

Among  Carson  City  denominations  or  types  that  can  be  collected  are  nine  different 
dimes,  two  different  20-cent  pieces,  eight  quarters,  10  half  dollars,  four  seated  dollars,  13 
Morgan  dollars,  six  trade  dollars,  and  19  each  of  the  $5,  $10  and  $20  gold  coins.  That's  a 
total  of  109  different  types  of  coins  -  and  collecting  them  is  a  challenge  to  any  collector. 

Research  reveals  there  are  only  five  or  six  complete  sets  of  all  the  "CC"  coins.  Five 
years  ago,  a  complete  set  could  have  been  assembled  for  about  $50,000.  Recently,  an 
offer  of  $300,000  was  refused  for  a  complete  set,  nearly  all  of  the  coins  being  in  the  best 
grades  known  to  exist. 

To  determine  the  relative  rarity  of  each  of  the  109  different  "CC"  coins  we  have 
tabulated  prices  for  these  coins  over  the  past  25  years.  Prices  of  all  10  types  of  every 
denomination  were  Usted  in  ail  grades.  The  figures  were  obtained  from  auction  prices, 
dealer  prices  lists,  dealer  advertisements  in  numismatic  pubhcations  and  known  private 
sales.  Sufficient  figures  were  accumulated  to  reliably  determine  the  average  price  of  each 
coin  in  every  grade  and  the  price  and  coin  was  selling  for  in  every  grade  in  a  given  year. 

The  findings  were  not  entirely  unexpected.  Carson  City  coins  of  every  grade  and  every 
type  showed  little  price  movement  until  1972.  There  was  at  no  time  a  decrease  in  the 
price  of  any  coin,  although  there  were  a  few  years  with  no  change  in  price.  Beginning  in 
1972,  however,  for  several  reasons-including  the  U.S.  Government  auction  of  Carson 
City  silver  dollars,  expansion  of  collecting  by  mint  marks,  interest  by  collectors  of  low 
mintage  issues,  and  revived  interest  in  the  "Old  West"- there  was  suddenly  tremendous 
interest  in  "CC"  minted  coins. 
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All  Carson  City  silver  coins  from  the  first  four  years  of  the  mint's  operation  are 
extremely  rare,  and  scarce  in  every  grade.  Relatively  few  were  struck  and  every  one  went 
into  immediate  circulation  (it  is  a  source  of  wonderment  that  any  survived  in 
uncirculated  condition  for  over  100  years). 

SMALL  NUMBERS 

For  example,  Carson  City  minted  a  mere  10,817  dimes  in  1874  while  272  times  as 
many  (2,940,700)  were  produced  at  Philadelphia  and  59,000  were  struck  at  San 
Francisco.  Between  1871  and  1874  the  Carson  City  mint  struck  86,108  dimes  (during  the 
same  period  Philadelphia  poured  out  7,897,460  or  90  times  as  many).  That  Philadelphia 
and  San  Francisco  struck  so  many  more  of  nearly  every  coin  produced  during  the  years  of 
Carson  City  mint  operation  partly  explains  the  fascination  and  value  of  these  coins  for 
collectors. 

Thirty-seven  different  silver  coins  of  the  seated  and  trade  type  were  produced  between 
1870  and  1878.  Dimes  were  made  in  eight  different  years  (1871-1878)  with  small 
mintage  figures  during  the  first  four  years.  Uncirculated  examples  of  these  are  classed  as 
very  rare  to  excessively  rare.  Only  about  30  of  the  20,100  1871  dimes  struck  are  known 
today  in  any  grade.  The  best  is  an  extra  fine  specimen  which  sold  recently  for  $2,000. 
Ten  years  ago  this  same  coin  sold  for  $200. 


Don't  forget  the  big  annual  meeting 
at  the  A.N.A.  Convention 
August  20th,  1 975  at  2:00. 

I'll  be  there,  will  you? 


FROM  THE  PRES. 

Thanks  to  Frank  J.  Sizensky  for 
his  contribution  of  SI  .40 


Your  comments  are  appreciated  on  any  of  the  articles  — 
please,  lets  hear  from  you  -  Address  any  comments  to 
THE  EDITOR  -  KAMAL  M.  AHWASH  -  738  PENNA.  AVE. 
WALLINGFORD,  PA.  19086 
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The  Seated  Liberty  Quarter  Dollar:  A  Study 

By  Douglas  Winter 
1  Wincoma  Drive,  Huntington  Bay,  N.Y.  1 1743 
(516)  271-3367 

A  N  A.  J-76321 

L.S.C.C.#10 

The  Seated  Liberty  Quarter  Dollar  was  issued  from  1838  until  189L  Its  fifty-three 
year  lifespan  is  near  the  top  of  the  longevity  records  of  American  coinage.  Yet,  it  is  an 
oft-maligned  and  infrequently  collected  series.  Few  people  go  beyond  assembling  a 
typeset  of  the  series'  eiglit  varieties.  However,  with  the  appearance  of  the  incredible 
James  B.  Stack  collection  of  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  (and  an  equally  incredible  collection 
of  Liberty  Seated  Halves)  more  interest  has  been  generated  by  this  series.  The  focal  point 
behind  this  new  interest  was  Mr.  Stack's  incredible  Gem  BU  1873  cc  No  Arrows  piece 
which  realized  $80,000  at  pubhc  auction! 

It  is  incorrect  to  say  that  the  Seated  Liberty  Quarter  series  was  totally  uncollected. 
For  many  years,  shrewd  investors  and  collectors  had  been  buying  the  low  mintage  pieces 
for  a  mere  pittance  compared  to  Proofsets,  BU  Rolls,  etc.  But  many  of  these  rare  coins 
are  still  unappreciated  rarities!  (More  will  be  discussed  on  these  so-called  "sleepers"  later.) 

The  Seated  Liberty  Quarter  (as  well  as  the  other  four  Seated  Liberty  series)  was 
designed  by  Christian  Gobrecht.  It  was  struck  at  four  mints:  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans, 
San  Francisco  and  Carson  City.  It  originally  weighed  6.68  grams  —  but  its  weight  was 
changed  two  times.  Its  composition  is  ninety  percent  silver  and  ten  percent  copper.  It  has 
a  diameter  of  24.3  millimeters  and  a  reeded  edge.  On  the  obverse  is  a  figure  of  liberty 
with  drapery  (the  1838,  1839  and  some  1840  pieces  have  no  drapery)  seated  on  a  rock, 
holding  a  shield  inscribed:  Liberty  and  also  holding  a  staff  with  the  Phyrgian  slave  cap. 
There  are  thirteen  stars  and  a  denticled  border.  The  reverse  has  the  mottoes  "United 
States  of  America"  and  "Quar.  Dol."  The  motto  "In  God  We  Trust"  was  added  by  a 
Congressional  Act  in  1866.  As  with  the  obverse,  there  is  a  denticled  border.  The  focal 
point  is  a  proud  looking  eagle  clasping  an  oUve  branch  and  three  arrows  in  his  talons. 

The  first  variety,  as  described  above,  lasted  until  1853.  It  contains  many  scarce  dates. 
The  1842  Small  Date  is  a  rare,  proof  —  only,  issue  which  lias  sold  for  as  much  as  $50,000. 
AU  dates  from  1850  to  1852  are  scarce  as  they  were  melted  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  in 
1853  due  to  the  fact  that  after  July  1853  they  were  worth  more  than  face  value.  The 
18490  issue  is  very  scarce  with  a  mintage  of  only  16,000.  The  18520  issue  although  it  had 
a  fairly  large  mintage  of  96,000,  is  very  rare  and  less  than  3  of  this  date  are  known  in  true 
uncirculated  condition. 

The  second  variety  began  in  1853.  It  was  similar  to  variety  one  except  that  it  had 
arrows  at  the  date  to  indicate  a  reduction  in  weight  to  6.22  grams,  due  to  the  increase  in 
silver  prices.  Rays  were  added  on  the  reverse:  around  the  eagle,  but  they  existed  only  in 
1853.  This  variety  was  discontinued  in  1856.  The  1855©  and  1855s  issues  are  scarce  in 
high  grades  but  generally  overrated  in  lower  grades. 

Variety  three  is  actually  a  resumption  of  variety  one.  This  lasted  until  1 866  and  had  the 
same  features  as  variety  one.  There  are  many  scarce  and  underrated  issues  ot  this 
particular  variety.  AU  of  the  San  Francisco  coins  are  scarce,  particularly  so  in  the  higher 
grades.  The  Philadelphia  issues  of  1863,  1864  and  1865  are  all  scarce  and  underrated.  The 
1866  issue  is  a  unique  Transitional  Pattern  and  it  was  stolen  in  the  Dupont  robbery  of 
1867. 
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The  fourth  variety  is  similar  to  the  third,  except  for  the  addition  of  the  motto  "In  God 
We  Trust"  on  the  reverse,  above  the  eagle.  Every  issue  of  this  variety  can  be  considered 
scarce  by  modern  standards.  Highlights  include  the  rare  Carson  City  issues  of  1870,  1871, 
1872  and  1873.  All  of  the  pre-1871  Philadelphia  coins  are  genuinely  scarce  as  are  all  of 
the  San  Francisco  products  of  this  variety. 

Variety  five  began  in  1873.  As  in  1853,  arrows  v^ere  added  to  the  date  to  denote  an 
increase  in  weight  to  6.25  grams.  All  of  the  issues  suffered  heavy  meltings  in  later  years 
and  are  scarcer  than  their  mintages  indicate.  The  "star"  of  this  small  group  is  the  1873 
Carson  City  issue  which  is  extremely  scarce. 

In  1875,  the  arrows  were  removed  and  variety  four  was  resumed.  This  turned  out  to  be 
the  final  change  of  the  series.  This  variety  gave  the  largest  mintages  of  the  series  (nearly 
18  million  in  1876)  and  one  of  the  smallest  (5,000  in  1886).  The  1878s  issue  is  greatly 
overrated  in  lower  grades.  Starting  in  1879  and  going  on  until  1889,  Quarter  production 
was  quite  Umited.  Issues  in  small  quantities  were  produced  at  the  busy  Philadelphia  mint. 
The  reason  for  the  small  amount  of  Quarters  (as  well  as  Halves)  was  the  time  and  effort 
involved  in  striking  the  great  amount  of  Silver  Dollars  during  this  period.  All  "P-Mint" 
Quarters  of  the  1879-1889  period  are  quite  rare  as  non-proofs.  True  Uncirculated  pieces 
are  actually  scarcer  than  their  proof  counterparts  and  sometimes  proof  issues  are  sold  as 
first-strike  Uncirculated  pieces.  The  only  branch-mint  Quarter  issued  in  this  eleven  year 
period,  was  the  1888  San  Francisco  coin.  The  last  rarity  of  the  series  is  the  1891  New 
Orleans  coin,  especially  so  in  Uncirculated.  (This  was  also  struck  as  Branch  Mint  Proof). 

In  1892,  this  tired,  outdated  series  was  replaced  by  the  Barber  Head  Quarter.  It  had 
lasted  fifty-three  years  and  it  eventually  outlasted  its  designer. 

If  one  simply  checks  his  or  her  Redbook,  they  will  see  the  microscopic  mintages  of 
many  of  the  dates  in  the  Seated  Liberty  Quarter  series.  Most  were  discovered  by  shrewd 
collectors  a  few  years  back,  but  if  one  takes  the  time,  they  can  discover  more  "sleeping 
giants".  All  one  must  do  is  go  through  old  auction  catalogs,  price  lists,  etc.  to  see  numbers 
of  appearances  of  a  particular  date.  One  may  also  discover  many  scarce  sub-varieties. 
Examples  of  these  are  re-cut  dates  and  different  sized  mint  marks.  Many  of  these  may  be 
"cherrypicked"  from  "normal"  coins  and  some  are  worth  substantially  more  than  their 
"normal"  counterparts. 

All  in  all,  the  Seated  Liberty  Quarter  Dollar  series  is  a  fascinating  and  relatively 
unresearched  series.  It  just  seems  to  cry  to  be  befriended  by  some  knowlcdgable 
collectors  and  to  receive  its  warranted  attention.  Writing  a  detailed  catalogc  on  this  series 
is  a  monumental  task,  but  perhaps  one  day  it  will  be  undertaken.  Until  it  is,  it  remains  a 
relatively  untapped  resource  in  the  fascinating  world  of  numismatics! 
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.  .  .  .  DEALERS  IN  CHOICE  &  RARE 
UNITED  STATES  COINS. 

.  .  .  .  INVESTMENT  COUNSELING 
&  PORTFOLIOS. 

 SPECIALISTS  IN  MINT  STATE, 

RARE-DATE  SEATED 
LIBERTY  COINAGE. 


k  simfMa^     asscKu/tte-s,  lid, 

113  Essex  Avenue  —  P.  O.  Box  275 
NARBERTH,  PA.  19072 
(215)  667-9955 
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U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL  301  -  585-8467 
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Professional 

Numismatic 
I  nvestment 

Counseling 

I  offer  my  services  to  you  as  an  experienced  and 
knowledgeable  rare  coin  investment  dealer.  I  formerly 
represented  a  New  York  firm  as  a  chief  executive  responsible 
for  the  purchase  of  over  four  million  dollars  of  rare  coins 
per  year. 

I  solicit  your  contact  for  my  expertise  and  guidance 
to  assist  you  further  your  collection/investment  portfolio. 


MAURICE  ROSEN 
P.O.  Box  461 
Forest  Hills,  New  York  11375 
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One  More  Chance? 

Chancesareyou  saw  my  small  coin  world  a  few  months  back.  Unfortun- 
ately few  were  interested.  Of  those  few  and  the  corresponding  dozen  or  so 
coins  that  were  sold,  none  were  returned  for  any  reason.  I  pride  myself  on 
this  and  will  continue  to  grade  accordingly.  I  refuse  to  "adjust"  a  coin's 
grade  for  a  quick  sale.  So  far  it  hasn't  been  a  profitable  route  for  me  but 
hopefully  things  will  change  soon.  If  you  are  dissatisfied  with  my  coins  I  will 
pay  return  postage. 

Send  me  your  want  lists  or  contact  me  if  you  are  looking  to  sell  truly 
scarce  seated  material. 

All  I  ask  is  for  a  chance.  Thank  You. 


(+  indicates  one-third  next 
QUARTERS:      1840  F-VF  rim  nks  -  $15.00 
F++  $23.00 
VF++  $40.00 
1842  L.D.  VG  $23.00 

1842-  0  S.D.  F/VG  obv.  &  rev.  scratch 

overall  VG  -  $100.00 

1843-  0  VG-F(3)  $11.00 

F-n-  $22.00  (2) 
VF-t-+  $40.00 

1844  -  Bord.  unc.  few  hidden  nks 
a  BU  to  most  large  dealers  -  $175.00 
1845/5  -  XF+  $40.00 

1845  -  XF-^  $40.00 

1846  •  F-VF  $14.00 
1847-0  -  F  minor  rev.  mks.  $14.00 

-  AU  $160 
1848  -  f++  (2)  $22.00 

-  XF  $45.00 
1874s  VG-H  $25.00 
1875CC  VF  $65.00,  Bord  unc  about 
half  luster,  hairline  field 
scratches  $350.00 

1863  F/VF  faint  obv.  scratches  $40.00 
1840-0  with  D.  VG-F  $15.00 
1848  large  date  XF-AU  luster  $110 
1868  dk  It.  corr.  F/VF  $15.00 

1847  VF  obv.  scratched  still  F  $13.00 
1851  XF-t^  $20.00 
1851-0  VF  $20.00 
1878CC  XF  $70.00 
1858-0  F  $15.00 

HALVES:  1841  VF  XF  $35.00 

1842  S.D.  Ch.  AU  $175.00 
1876CC  Ch.  Bord.  unc.  $275.00 

better  than  many  "BU's"  I've  seen! 

DOLLARS:         1867  very  underrated  much  rarer  than  1862 
nice  XF+  $160.00 


grade) 

1849VF-XF  $30.00 
1850  XF  $65.00 
1851-0  AG-G  $20.00 

1857-  0  XF-t-  minor  residue 
$30.00 

1858-  0  AV-$1 10,  VF  scr  $16.00 

1859-  0  VG-F(2)  $13.00,  F++  $20 
these  last  two  are  underrated 

1860-  S  Fill  $10.00 
Good  +  $35.00 
Fine  -  filing  marks  -  $55 

1864  VF  $50.00 
1867s  -  F  minor  por.  $27.00 

-  VF  $70.00 
1870  -  F-VF  $35  (trends  50) 

-  XF  AU  minor  fid  mks.  $65 
trends  $90  (both  too  cheap) 
1871-s   VF/XF  $160.00 
1889  ch  BU  lovely  toning 

minor  obv.  abrasions  $450.00 
a  beautiful  coin 


HALF  DIMES: 


DIMES: 


1886S  -G-VG  $8.00,  XF  $35.00 
VF  XF  mks  $15  (trends  $20) 


1864  VF  underated  $30.00 
nice  AU  $150.00 


Will  accept  trades  for  other  STD  material.  I  guarantee  your  satisfaction. 
If  you  are  interested  in  any  of  these  coins  but  the  prices  seem  high,  let  me 
know  since  many  are  negotiable.  Coins  banked. 

BRIAN  KEEFE 
1085  Race  Brook  Rd.,  Woodbridge,  Ct.  06525 
Call  203-387-0625  from  9am  - 1 2  midnight  anyday 

(Best  time  is  9- 1  pm  or  7- 12)  
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WANT  TO  BUY  ALL  KEY 
SEATED  DATE  MATERIAL. 

All  Grades  Wanted 
1/2  Dimes  thru  $'s 


Key  Date  Material  Available. 
Please  send  Want  List 


MICHAEL  A.  GRAHAM 

PROFESSIONAL  NUMISMATIST 

SPECIALIST  IN  CHOICE 
U.S.  &  FOREIGN  COINS 

P.O.  Box  117 

Sunland,  California  91040 
(213)  353-0206 

A.N.A.      N.A.S.C.      C.S.N.A.  P.N.G. 
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the  door  is  open 

The  best  buy  in  numismatics  today  is  a  memi- 
borship  in  the  ANA.  If  you  fill  out  the  attached 
application  blank,  you  will  be  taking  a  big  step 
toward  more  knowledge,  plus  more  fun  and 
prestige  from  your  hobby  of  coin  collecting. 
Detach  the  application,  get  the  required  signa- 
ture of  a  member  who  will  recommend  you. 
and  mail  it  with  your  remittance  to: 

ANA  Executive  Director 
P.  O.  Box  2366 

Colorado  Springs.  Colo.  80901 


APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 

IN  THE 

AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 


Mr. 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Club 


Check  one:    □  Regular     □  Junior     □  Associate 
□  Life  □  Club 


Name  (Please  Print) 


Street 


City 


State 


Zip  Code 


Date  and  Year  of  Birth 


Occupation 

ANA  By-Laws  require  the  publication  of  each  application.  If 
you  DO  NOT  wish  your  STREET  address  published,  please  check 
this  box.  □ 


memberships 

A  S5.00  application  fee 
for  Regular  member- 
ship is  payable  with  the  first  year's  dues  of  $8.00 
when  an  application  is  sent  in,  but  this  fee  is  not 
required  for  Juniors  under  17  years  of  age.  Dues 
for  the  second  calendar  year  of  a  new  member 
are  adjusted  to  give  credit  for  any  months  missed 
the  first  year.  Only  persons  21  years  of  age  or 
older,  are  eligible  for  Life  Membership.  Clubs 
may  use  the  membership  application  form  also. 
•  Names  of  applicants  (but  not  necessarily  ad- 
dresses) are  published  in  The  Numismatist  in  the 
second  issue  following  date  of  receipt.  If  no  ob- 
jections are  received  within  30  days,  the  applicant 
is  admitted  and  a  membership  card  for  the  current 
year  is  sent  to  him.  In  case  of  objections,  the 
procedure  specified  in  the  Bylaws  is  followed. 
ANNU.-aL  dues  ARE: 

Regular  Membership  (individuals)   $  8.00" 

Three  Years    24.00' 

Five  Years    40.IX)* 

Regular  Membership  (ulubs)    12.00' 

■Add  S.'i.OO  opplicalion  fee.  Isl  ycnr  only 

junior  Membership  (11  to  17  yrs.)    BOO 

Associate  Member  (additional  memberships 

in  a  regular  or  life  member's  family)   1.00 

Life  Membership  (mdividuals  only) 

One  payment   200.00 

Installment  plan  (down  payment)    35.00 

And  S15.00  per  month  for  11  months. 

Life  Membership  (clubs)   Please  Write 


I  herewith  make  appllration  for  memb»rship  in  the  American 
Numismatic  Association,  subject  to  the  Bylaws  of  said  Associa- 
tion. I  also  agree  to  abide  by  the  Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by 
the  Association. 


Signature  of  Applicant 

Date 

n 

»  (.Signature '^of  Propojler  •  ^ 

ANA  No. 

Signature  of  Proposer 

DETACH  AND  MAIL 
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NOT  ALL  COINS  ARE  WORTH  THE  PRICE 


Most  coin  dealers  and  collectors  you  know  want  to  sell  you  genuine,  unaltered 
collectible  coins.  But  all  too  often  the  coins  are  counterfeit  or  have  been  altered  to 
appear  to  be  a  rare  type.  For  example,  many  1916  dimes  have  had  "D"  mintmarks 
added  to  increase  their  value  by  $100  to  $500.  The  same  alteration  has  been  madeon 
thousands  of  1909-S  VDB  cents,  1892  and  1893-S  dollars,  and  1942over  1  dimes.  The 
targets  of  the  counterfeiters  and  coin  alterers  are  virtually  unlimited. 

In  1972  the  ANA  opened  its  certification  service,  which  is  totally  devoted  to  one 
purpose:  protecting  you  from  buying  bad  coins.  Protect  yourself  by  having  ANA 
Certification  Service  (ANACS)  examine  your  "key"  coins  soon  after  you  buy  them.  If 
they  are  good,  the  coins  are  worth  more  because  you  offera  photographic  certificate 
of  genuineness  with  them  when  you  sell  them.  But  if  your  coins  are  bad,  you  have 
ANA  behind  you  as  you  request  refund  on  your  purchase. 

Is  ANACS  always  right?  In  98.5%  of  the  cases  it  is!  And  if  you  have  serious  reason  to 
question  ANACS's  findings,  the  staff  will  be  happy  to  re-examine  your  coin  at  no  cost 
to  you! 

In  a  letter  or  on  an  ANACS  "Request  for  Certification"  form,  give  the  following 
information: 
Your  name  and  address  (plus  ZIP) 

Description  of  coin(s)  to  include  country,  date,  denomination,  metal,  and  other 
data  (condition,  etc.)  which  you  wish  to  state. 

The  value  of  the  coin,  if  genuine.  (Our  insurance  company  must  have  a  stated  value 
to  determine  its  liability.  This  is  for  your  protection  as  well  as  ours.) 

Enclose  a  check  or  money  order  (payable  to  ANACS)  to  cover  the  costs  of 
authentication,  based  on  your  stated  value  of  the  coin  and  on  the  return  postal  costs. 


If  an  ANA  member,  state  your  membership  number  and  deduct  1 0%  of  the  base  fee. 

(2)  Postage  and  insurance  for  return.  When  you  mail  your  coins  to  ANACS,  add  to 
your  remittance  the  approximate  amount  of  return  postage  as  determined  by  your 
post  office  clerk.  ANACS  does  not  challenge  return  postage  fees  as  long  as  they  are 
reasonably  accurate 

SIMPLE  AS  A-B-C!  Prepare  com  for  shipment,  provide  data  on  you,  your  coins  and 
their  values,  and  enclose  check  for  service  fee  (plus  return  postage  and  insurance). 
It's  all  explained  above. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 


CERTIFICATION  SERVICE 
Box  87,  Ben  Franklin  Sta., 
Washington,  D.  C.  20044 
ANA'S  Consumer  Protection  Agency! 
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History  of  the 

First  United  States  I/lint 

Frank  H.  Stewart 


As  the  forthcoming  bicentennial  generates  interest  in 
colonial  and  early  series  of  U.S.  coins,  this  republication  of 
Stewart's  History  of  the  First  United  States  Mint  makes  im- 
portant information  available  about  the  establishment  and 
minting  of  the  U.S.  decimal  coinage.  The  work  was  first 
published  in  1924  and  original  copies  are  rarely  encountered. 
This  224-page,  hard-bound  and  illustrated  Quarterman  fac- 
simile edition  gives  the  collector  access  once  again  to  the 
extensive  research  of  Frank  H.  Stewart.  Included  is  informa- 
tion about  the  engravers,  assayers,  and  political  figures 
involved  with  the  early  mint  as  well  as  extensive  accounts 
and  documentation  of  its  operation. 

Although  of  primary  interest  to  the  numismatist,  this 
book  is  also  invaluable  to  those  who  find  the  history  and 
economic  development  of  the  United  States  a  fascinating 
field  of  study. 

$15.00 

Quarterman  Publications,  Inc. 
5  South  Union  Street 
Lawrence,  Massachusetts  01853 
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"SPECIALIZING" 
IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 


BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited. 
Buying  all  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

"Knowledge  Through  Research" 


Numismatist 

LM-ANA-1541 
ANS-ASA-LSCCPres. 

1 -(2 15)872-4936 

738  Pennsylvania  Ave.  Wailingford,  Penna.  19086 


BUYING  &  SELLING 
ALL  RARE  AND  SCARCE 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE 

WE  EARNESTLY  SOLICIT  YOUR  WANT  LIST 


WE  ARE  IN  NEED  OF  NICE  GRADE  COMPLETE  OR  NEAR 
COMPLETE  SEATED  SETS  AND/OR  COLLECTIONS.  QUICK 
CONFIDENTIAL  CASH  ALWAYS  AVAILABLE. 

WE  PAY  "TOP  DOLLAR" 

STOP  BY  OUR  TABLE  AT  MOST 
A/\AJOR  COIN  SHOWS. 


B  &  B  COIN  CO. 

Bill  Grayson    *    Bob  Schweitzer 
ANA  —  RCDA  —  ISNA  —  LSCC  #1 
105  S.  MAIN  ST.    •    FAIRMOUNT,  IND.  46928 

Phone  (317)  948-41 11  or  41 12  (Coin  Dept.) 
10:30  A.M.  -  5:30  P.M.  Monday  through  Saturday 


